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Dear Parents and Carers
I hope you are keeping well and safe.  As you are aware, schools in England closed to all pupils other than vulnerable pupils and children of critical workers on Monday evening.  All pupils at Elms have an EHCP and are therefore, technically “vulnerable.”  However, the reality is that the majority of our pupils can be safely educated at home.  We are providing paper copies of the home learning packs for every child and, from Monday, we will be offering remote teaching to the Upper School using Teams as a form of communication.  All pupils in Upper School have been issued with a laptop for this purpose.  We hope to roll this out to other year groups if we have spare laptops and we are looking into the feasibility of providing families with the ability to increase data allowance on certain networks.

As a school, we want to keep the numbers of pupils onsite to a minimum, in order to keep the school as safe as possible for the pupils who really need to be onsite and for the staff supporting them.  Therefore, if you are able to educate your child at home safely, using the resources and support we provide, please could you consider keeping them at home.  If we receive more requests for placement than we can safely manage, we will need to prioritise places for pupils whose parent(s) are critical workers or who have involvement with Social Services.  We will, of course, consider any request for places and will have a discussion with you to ascertain what is best for each child.

Please could you encourage your child to do the home learning activities and for Upper School pupils, please encourage them to participate in the online lessons from Monday.  You will receive a timetable detailing the timings of lessons.  Your child’s class teacher will be in touch to ensure that you can log on to Teams and to offer any support with this.  

For pupils who are learning from home, we will be offering support with mental health needs with Mr Bennett and Mr Ellinor.  If you would like to access this support, please contact your child’s teacher who will organise this for you.

If your child is participating in the lateral flow testing scheme that we are offering Secondary pupils, please note that we will only contact you if your child tests positive.  They will need to be collected straightaway.  In certain circumstances we will provide transport.  

Finally, I appreciate what a worrying time this is.  I hope that, if we follow the rules of lockdown, we can all get back to normal as quickly as possible.  Thank you so much for your continued support and please contact us if there is anything we can do to support you and your family.
Yours sincerely
Juli Timoney
Headteacher
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